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FLORIDA POULTRY SUMMARY

Comm_ercial Flocks

Florida laying flocks are becoming more commercialized. Number of

farms with layers are declining while total layers in the state are on the increase.

On November 1, 1962, there were 5,161,000 layers in commercial flocks (farms
with 400 or more layers) in Florida. This was an increase of nearly 13 percent
over a year earlier and 23 percent above the number on November 1, 1960,
These layers were held by 824 commercial poultrymen with an average of

6,263 birds per flock. This compares with 4,578 layers held by 859 poultrymen
with an average of 5,329 birds per flock on November 1, 1961. On November

1, 1960, there were 1,037 commercial flocks with an average of 4,052 per flock.

On November 1, 1962, commercial egg flocks and breeder flocks for
supplying hatching eggs constituted about 93 percent of all layers in Florida.
Of the 5,161, 000 in commercial flocks 51. 3 percent were hens over 1 year
old, compared with 47. 8 a year earlier. At the same time, producers were
carrying enough replacement pullets over 3 months old to replace 18, 0 percent
of their flock, compared with 19. 2 percent in 1961. Total birds of all ages
in commercial flocks November 1, 1962, at 6,522,000 compares with 5,987, 000,
November 1, 1961.

All Laying Flocks

In order to show a distribution of the total chicken population in Florida,
the state was divided into five marketing areas based largely on centers of pop-
ulation and surrounding areas. The current monthly estimates of layers in the
State published by the Florida Crop and Livestock Service include layers in all
flocks--commercial flocks (farms with 400 or more layers), breeder flocks
(layers in flocks supplying hatching eggs), and non-commercial flocks (farms
with less than 400 layers). On November 1, 1962, there were 5,867,000 layers
in "all" flocks in Florida, up 8 percent from a year earlier.

This report is intended to provide basic information to poultry and egg
producers, shippers, processors and marketing agencies as a guide in pro-

duction and marketing plans for the rapidly changing poultry industry in Florida.

In addition to providing information for the poultry industry, statistics from
these surveys are used as a bench mark in makmg monthly estimates of layers
and egg production.



Hens and Pullets of Laying Age, by Areas,
Florida, November 1, 1959 - 1962

2363
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Item North North West East ’ Lower »
and West East Central | Central{ E. Coast] State
Year -Areal | Areall | AreaIll { Area IV{ Area V |
{ 1,000 birds
1959
Commercial Flocks 406 863 1773 413 637 4092
Farm Flocks 374 44 50 31 ‘9 508
Breeder Flocks 44 63 49 6 7 169
____All Flocks 824 970 1872 450 ____653 4769 _
1960
Commercial Flocks - 462 72 1828 542 598 4202
Farm Flocks 260 78 100 30 5 473
Breeder Flocks 52 110 68 2 18 250
___All Flocks 774 960 1996 574 621 4925
1961
Commercial Flocks 445 841 2170 617 505 4578
Farm Flocks 287 86 110 33 6 522
Breeder Flocks 67 137 89 2 17 312
___All Flocks 799 1064 2369 652 528 5412
,1’962
Commercial Flocks. 504 1132 2194 717. 614 5161
Farm Flocks 196 59 - 75 - 22 4 356
Breeder Flocks 71 160 94 13 12 ‘ 350
All Flocks 771 1351 630 5867




Composition of Commercial Flocks

Total birds in commercial flocks on November 1, 1962, was 6,522, 000,
9 percent above the number on November 1, 1961. Increases occurred in all
areas of the State with the exception of area III which was down only slightly.
This resulted from a decline in replacement birds as layers increased, Area
II registered the greatest increase over a year earlier. Birds of laying age
on November 1, 1962, were greater than a year earlier in all areas of the
State. Layers over one year old accounted for a greater percentage of the
laying flock in Areas II, III, and V, or North East, West Central, and Lower
East Coast Areas. Pullets 3 months to laying age available for flock replace-
ments were up from a year earlier only in Area IV. The number of birds
under 3 months old as percentage of layers (primarily young pullets) registered
a decline in all areas of the State. '

Layers in commercial flocks account for about 87 percent of total

layers in Florida. When breeding flocks are considered, percentage of total
is 93 percent and only 7 percent for farm flocks.

Number of Farms by Size Groups and Areas

Commercial egg farms in Florida totaled 824 on November 1, 1962. Of
this number, 14.7 percent were in Area I, 13. 4 percent in Area II, 46.5 percent
in Area III, 13.7 percent in Area IV, and 11. 7 percent in Area V. The number
of commerecial flocks in the 9500 and over group registered an increase over the
previous year in all areas of the State. Number of farms in the small size
group, 400-1499 declined in all areas. The average number of layers per farm
was largest in Area II with 10,198, Area V was second with 6,396, In Area IV
the average was 6,345, Arealll 5,728, and Area I averaged 4,165. All areas
registered an increase in layers per farm over the previous year.

Survey Procedure

An inquiry was mailed to all known commercial egg producers in Florida.
Non-respondents to this inquiry were mailed a second or third questionnaire.
Four hundred thirty reports were obtained by mail, leaving 394 poultrymen who
had not replied. These respondents were stratified by size of operation. A
sample of 204 farms were selected and enumerated by personal contact. Reports
were obtained from all producers with 4,500 or more birds. Replies by mail
plus enumerated producers totaled 89 percent of the estimated layers in com-~

- mercial flocks.




Distribution of Commercial Egg Flocks by Areas,

Florida, November 1, 1959 - 1962

Commercial Flocks

Year Hens and Pullets Average
and Total Percent Number | Percent Layers
Area Number of Total | of Layers of Total Per Farm
1,000 1,000 '
birds Percent birds Percent Birds
1959
North West 493 9.5 406 9.9 2,020
North East 1,086 -21.0 863 21.1 5,715
West Central 2,313 44. 6 1,773 43.3 3,725
East Central 529 10.2 413 10.1 2,682
Lower East Coast 763 14.7 637 15.6 4,616
__State _____ 5,184 ___100.0 __ 4,092 100.0 3,654
1960
North West 598 10.4 462 11.0 3,122
North East 1,098 19.2 772 18.4 5,848
West Central 2,574 45.0 1,828 43.5 3,785
East Central 696 12.2 542 12.9 3,662
Lower East Coast 7157 13.2 598 14,2 4,746
__State 5,723 100.0 4,202 100.0 4,052
1961
North West 581 9.7 445 9.7 3,836
North East 1,071 17.9 841 18.4 8,087
West Central 2,908 48.6 2,170 47. 4 5,319
East Central 723 12.1 617 13.5 4,639
Lower East Coast 704 11.7 505 11.0 5,153
___State 5,987 . 100.0 4,578 __100.0 5,329
1962
North West 592 9.1 504 9.8 4,165
North East l,‘392 21.3 1,132 21.9 10,198
West Central 2,874 44 1 2,194 42.5 5,728
" East Central 862 13.2 717 13.9 6,345
Lower East Coast 802 12.3 614 11.9 6,396
State 6,522 100.0 5,161 100.0 6,263




Commercial Egg Flocks by Age Groups by Areas
as Percentage of Total Birds, Florida, November 1, 1959-1962

Year Hens Pullets
and 1 year Laying 3 mon'ths Under
Area old and ace to laying 3 months
g
older age of age
percent percent percent percent
- 1959
North West 33.3 49.1 10.5 7.1
North East 25.4 54.0 13.2 7.4
West Central 33.5 43.2 14.5 8.8
East Central 31.7 46.3 16.3 5.7
Lower East Coast 34.9 48.6 12.4 4.1
- State _________ | __31.8 ___ 47.2 _ 13.7 7.3
North West 34.7 42.6 11.2 11.5
North East 32,2 . 38.1 24.0 5.7
West Central 38.6 32.4 20.5 8.5
East Central 30.2 47.7 181 4,0
Lower East Coast 40.0 39.0 10. 7 10.3
—__State 36.1 _387.3 . 18.6 8.0
1961
North West 41.3 35.3 15.1 8.3
North East 40.7 37.8 12.9 8.6
West Central 35. 6 39.0 16.0 9.4
East Central 36. 8 48.5 8.6 6.1
Lower East Coast 29. 7 42.0 17.6 10.7
—___State 36.5 39.9 14.7 89
1962
North West 38.2 47.0 7.4 7.4
North East 55.0 26. 3 13.4 5.3
West Central 37.7 38.6 15.8 7.9
East Central 31.8 51.4 14.7 2.1
Lower East Coast 37.6 39.0 14,7 8.7
State 40. 6 38.5 14.3 6.6




Number of Commercial Egg Farms, by Areas and Size Groups,
Florida, November 1, 1959 - 1962

North North West East Lower
Number of Layers West East Central | Central |E. Coast| State
Area Area Il | Area lll | Area IV | Area V
----Number of Farms---~
1959
400 to 1,499 134 72 169 81 45 501
1,500 to 4,499 49 - 37 209 53 54 402
4,500 to 6,999 6 14 49 8 17 94
7,000 to 9,499 V 4 8 20 3 7 42
9,500 and over _8 20 _29 9 15 81
All 1 201 151 476 154 138 1,120
1960
400 to 1,499 90 58 146 62 41 397
1,500 to 4,499 36 32 201 43 41 353
4,500 to 6,999 6 12 60 15 14 107
7,000 to 9,499 8 8 31 10 17 74
9,500 and over _ 8 22 _45 18 13 106
All L 148 132 483 148 126 1,037 _
1961 |
400 to 1,499 65 - 33 100 48 27 273
1,500 to 4,499 25 23 171 40 33 292
4,500 to 6,999 8 11 . 60 14 16 109
7,000 to 9,499 7 - 12 31 10 7 67
2,500 and over 211 25 _46 21 15 118
AW 116104 408 133 98 859
1962
400 to 1,499 62 24 93 36 12 232
1,500 to 4,499 38 27 162 38 42 307
4,500 to 6,999 3 15 48 7 12 85
7,000 to 9,499 7 10 30 7 8 62
9,500 and over _12 _35 _50 _25 16 138
Al 121 111 383 113 96 824




Egg Production Disposition and Income,
Florida, 1950-1962

Year ‘Av. Layers | Eggs Per Eggs Price Per Cash Value of
During Yr. . Layer Produced Dozen Receipts { Production
1,000 | ' 1,000 1,000
head Number  Millions Cents dollars dollars
1950 2,189 166 364 46, 3 11,999 13,967
- 1951 2,163 172 372 58.1 15,735 17,914
| 1952 2,269 174 395 53.4 15,575 17,489
| 1953 2,416 183 443 57.3 19,148 21,106
" 11954 2,479 202 501 49.5 18,975 20,625
1 , 1955 2,793 203 568 . 48,5 21,259 22,956
1956. 3,410 - 208 709 48.6 27,135 28,715
1 1957 3,835 207 793 46.5 29,411 30,729
| - 1958 4,212 209 381 45.5 32,267 33,405
| -1959 . 4,434 216 - 968 39.1 30,628 31,540
‘ 1960 4,720 218 1,030 41.1 = 34,421 35,277
1961 5,144 222 1,144 37.6 35,187 35,845
‘ . _1962 1/ 5,617 218 1,225 36.1 36,311 , 36,852
] 1/ Preliminary
!‘ N Chickens on Farms January 1 and Value,
‘ ..Florida, 1950-1963
“ » All Other Value
| Year | Chickens 1/ Hens Pullets Chickens on Farms
| 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
; birds birds birds birds dollars
| 1950 3,602 1,375 1,611 616 5,367
| \ 1951 3,317 1,416 1,482 419 4,976
| 1952 3,571 - 1,402 1,645 524 5,535
. 1953 3,502 1,472 1,579 451 5,253
1954 3,374 1,457 r 1,642 275 4,555
1955 3,505 1,399 1,806 300 4,031
- 1956 4,107 1,763 2,023 321 5,339
1957 4,824 2,045 2,407 372 6,030
1958 5,323 2,127 2,768 428 6,920
1959 -5, 800 2,233 3,100 467 7,540
1960 5,879 2,434 2,945 500 6,467
1961 6,545 2,823 3,122 600 7,854
1962 7,048 3,077 3,341 630 8,458
1963 7,705 3,262 3,775 668 10,016

1/ Excludes commercial broilers.



Average Number of Layers on Farms by Months
Florida, 1950-1962

Year{ dJan | Feb | Mar |Apr | May | Jun | Jul |Aug |Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec Yzigy
Thousands
1950 | 2591 2476 2216 2072 2014 1870 1870 1986 2072 2215 2388 2502 2189
1951 | 2504 2370 2154 2047 1940 1806 1834 1942 2077 2239 2428 2617 2163
1952 12640 2494 2288 2112 2023 1964 1964 2022 2139 2344 2548 2694 2269
195312690 2596 2472 2315 2252 2252 2220 2189 2252 2408 2595 2752 2416
1954 12752 2656 2558 2462 2364 2236 2107 2170 2362 2523 2714 2842 2479
195512810 2713 2648 2616 2616 2648 2649 2617 2780 3009 3140 3272 2793
1956|3362 3375 3363 3363 3324 3262 3224 3274 3424 3576 36562 3716 3410
1957 13738 3640 3554 3582 3625 3681 3752 3824 3992 4218 4274 4146 3835
195814144 4242 4186 4118 4105 4050 4090 4241 4324 4296 4336 4418 4212
195914360 4289 4304 4319 4363 4234 4345 4457 4598 4837 4964 4838 4484
1960 §4737 4660 4533 4522 4560 4560 4612 4715 4729 4821 5040 5156 4720
19615130 5078 5002 4952 5004 4978 4950 5027 5156 5336 5490 5622 bH144
196215584 55456 5597 5572 5430 5340 5448 5584 5667 5781 /‘5896 65956 5617
NUMBER OF LAYERS BY MONTHS, FLORIDA,
‘ 1957-62 AVERAGE AND 1962
Mil. Layers

ol

s

S

i §
3

iz

o

1957-61 - ﬂ

“

N

A

- 1962

N

R

T3

G

,//

e §
~t

LT e

— 1
i ]
. |
—

Bz

June July Aug.

Sept.

iz

Nov.

QU




Total Egg Production by Months,
Florida, 1950-1962

Year{Jan {Feb |Mar | Apr |May |Jun jJul | Aug |Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec |Total

1,000,000 Eggs

1950 34 37 40 35 32 25 23" 25 25 27 29 32 364
1951 | 36 36 39 36 33 29 27 26 24 25 27 34 372
1952 | 38 38 41 37 35 28 26 26 27 31 32 36 395
19531 41 39 43 40 38 33 33 32 32 36 36 40 443
1954 | 45 42 48 47 45 40 37 36 37 39 40 45 501
1955 | 48 43 48 46 47 45 46 44 - 45 50 50 56 568
1956 60 57 62 62 63 58 56 55 55 59 59 63 709
1957 ] 66 61 67 67 68 64 64 65 65 70 68 68 793
1958 | 68 66 77 78 79 72 73 75 73 74 72 74 881
19591 75 71 82 81 84 80 82 81 79 84 83 86 968
1960 | 87 82 87 .86 90 87 87 85 82 84 84 89 1,030
1961 92 87 99 97 100 93 94 93 90 99 98 102 1,144
1962 ].101 95 110 108 109 99 100 101 96 101 102 103 1,225

Daily Average Number of Eggs Produced per 100 Layers
by Months, Florida - 1950-1962

Year| Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr { May|{ Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec |JAnnual
Number of Eggs ’
1950142.9 53.9 58.1 56,7 51.6 45.3 40.6 40.0 39.3 39.4 39.7 41.3 45.5
1951(46.8 54.6 59.0 58.0 55.5 53.0 48.1 43.2 38.7 36.1 37.7 41.3 47.1
1952146.8 52.1 57.1 58.7 55.2 48.0 42.6 41.6 42.3 42.9 41.7 43.2 47.5
1953149.0 54.3 56.8 57.3 54.5 49.0 47.7 47.7 47.3 47.7 46.0 46.8 50.1
1954|52.3 56.8 60.6 63.3 61.3 59.7 57.1 53.9 51.7 49.7 48.7 51.6 55.3
1955} 54.8 57.1 58.7 58.7 58.4 56.3 55.5 54.2 53.3 53.2 53.0 55.5 55.6
1956}57.7 58.6 59.7 61.0 61.3 59.0 55.8 54.2 53.7 53.2 54.3 54.8 56.8
195715%.1 59.6 61.0 62.0 60.6 58.0 55.5 54.5 54.0 53.2 53.3 52.9 56.7
1958153.2 55.4 59.4 63.0 61.9 59.7 58.1 56.8 56.0 55.5 55.0 53.9 57.3
1959|55.5 59.6 61.6 62.7 63.9 63.0 60.6 58.7 57.3 55.8 55.3 57.4 59.2
1960[59.4 60.3 61.9 63.3 63.9 63.3 60.6 58.4 57.7 56.1 55.7 55.8 59.6
1961}58.1 61.1 63,9 65.0 64.2 62.7 61.3 59.4 58.3 60.0 59.7 58.4 60.8
1962)58.7 61.4 63.5 64.7 5 61.7 59.4 58.4 56.7 56.5 57.3 56.1 59.7

64.




Chickens Produced, Sold, Consumed on Farms, Price and Value,

Florida, 1950-62 1/

Cash

1/ Excludes commercial broilers.

2/ Consumed on farms where produced.
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NUMBER OF EGGS PRODUCED BY MONTHS, FLORIDA,
1967-61 AVERAGE AND 1962

Year | Produced| Produced Consumed Sold Price per Value of
' 1 pound | receipts |production
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 - 1,000 1,000
birds pounds pounds  pounds Cents dollars  dollars
l950 ; 3,996 13, 886 3,997 10,915 28,17 3,183 3,986
1951 4,429 15,728 3,665 11,149 29.1 3,244 4,577
1952 4,279 15,301 3,633 11,916 27.7 - 3,301 4,238
1953 4,268 16,473 3,281 13,704 27.2 3,727 4,481
1954 4,354 15,484 3,247 11,765 23.6 2,777 3,654
1955 4,187 14, 821 3,058 9, 601 22.2 2,131 3,200
1956 3,664 13,293 2,992 7,648 20,1 1,837 2,672
1957 3,303 13, 183 2,931 8,156 18.4 1,501 2,428
1958 3,577 14,010 2,706 9, 348 16. 4 1,533 2,298
1959 3,947 16,121 2,477 13,304 13. 7 1,823 2,209
1960 3,740 16,465 2,154 11,181 12. 6 1,409 2,075
1961 4,278 18,677 1,878 14,485 9.9 1,434 1,849
1962 4,388 19,772 1,649 15,037 10. 4 1,564 2,058

Mil. Eggs. '
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Egg-Type Straight Run Chicks Hatched by Months,
Florida, 1955-1962

Year|dan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May } Jun | Jul | Aug ]| Sep ] Oct | Nov | Dec |Total
‘ 1,000 Chicks ‘
19551 733 1049 1438 1337 1074 782 546 838 813 764 1093 1010 11477
1956 754 955 1016 843 558 415 411 381 410 534 456 535 7268
19571 673 757 909 913 709 515 411 367 363 624 515 546 7302
19581 846 1022 1086 1061 868 900 748 594 710 888 711 865 10299
195911099 1282 1457 1207 -812 856 685 661 628 760 807 777 11031
1960 ) 819 1121 1081 1197 1275 1169 805 736 878 847 905 1001 11834
196111184 984 1201 1259 1158 1069 963 898 1029 1206 1005 989 12945
1962 1031 1131 1571 1602 1595 1419 1246 981 1219 1205 1252 1042 15294
Commercial Broiler Production and Gross Income,
Florida, 1950~1962
Year Number . Pounds Price per Gross
Produced Produced Pound Income
1,000 1,000 : ] 1,000
birds pounds Cents dollars
1950 9,001 26,103 29. 3 7,648
1951 8,911 25,842 31.0 8,011
1952 9,980 27,944 30.0 8,383
1953 10,479 30,389 28.9 8,782
1954 11,736 34,034 24,1 8,202
1955 9,389 27,228 26. 2 7,134
1956 11, 830 35,490 20. 6 7,311
1957 10,884 33,740 ‘ 19.3 6,512
1958 11,319 35,089 18.3 6,421
1959 10,413 33,322 16.1 5,365
1960 10,101 32,323 16. 8 5,430
1961 12,222 39,110 13.5 5,280
1962 11,855 . 37,936 14,6 5,539

-11-



Florida Layers and Egg Production

The Florida Crop and Livestock Reporting Service has prepared these es-
timates for Florida's more important egg producing counties in response to numer-
ous requests for this type of information. These data were developed primarily
from an enumeration of major commercial producers in these counties, and the
1959 Census of Agriculture in "other' counties. The less important counties have
not been listed individually because it was not possible to enumerate a sufficient
number of producers in them to obtain reliable county by county figures for 1961.

The number of layers shown is the estimated average number for the
~ county for the year. The number of producing b1rds in flocks varies signifi-
cantly during the year in Florida.

Most of the data used in this report was obtained in the 1961 survey of
Florida's commercial egg flocks--a project in which the Poultry and Egg Section
and the State Marketing Bureau of the Florida Department of Agriculture cooper-
ated with this Service.

Number of Layers, Rate of Lay
 and Egg Production, by Counties, Florida, 1961

Area and Average Number| Eggs Produced Total Eggs

County of Lavers Per Layer ' Production

1,000 birds Number 1,000 eggs

AREA 1 ,
Escambia 81 220 17, 843
Gadsden 73 214 15,626
Jackson 137 ' 213 29,183
Leon 82 209 17,126
Liberty 36 200 7,182
Okaloosa 27 200 5,387
Santa Rosa 36 218 7,856
Walton 25 224 5,611
Washington ' 86 203 17,426
Madison 41 255 10,438
Suwannee 26 216 5, 620
Other 109 208 22,702
AREA 1 TOTAL 759 213 162,000
AREA II

Alachua 161 234 37,658
Bradford ~ 25 197 4,917
Clay A ‘ 105 211 22,172
Columbia 105 211 22,172
Duval 135 228 30,742
Nassau 308 243 74,916
Putnam 98 226 22,114
Other 74 207 15, 309

AREA 11 TOTAL 1,011 227 230,000

continued
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Number of Layers, Rate of Lay
and Egg Production, by Counties, Florida, 1961 (continued)

Area and | Average Number| Eggs Produced Total Egg
County of Layers " Per Layer Production
1,000 birds Number 1,000 eggs
AREA III
Citrus 33 197 - 6,499
De Soto ‘ 47 ’ 193 9,062
Hardee - 33 197 6,499
Hernando 433 236 102, 349
Hillsborough 477 223 106,321
Lee 42 191 8,011
Manatee 55 239 13,170
Marion 198 224 44,333
Pinellas 151 220 33,184
Polk , 251 230 57,761
Pasco ' 398 231 92,002
Sarasota 66 228 15,051
Sumter 38 243 9,217
Other 30 185 5,541
AREA 111 TOTAL 2,252 226 509,000
AREA IV ,
Brevard 40 224 8,964
Lake 125 197 24,641
Orange ‘ 120 210 © 25,149
Osceola 40 206 8,259
Seminole 110 199 21,912
Volusia 185 222 41,075
AREA IV TOTAL 620 210 130,000
AREA YV
Broward 131 212 27,816
Dade 201 240 48,305
Palm Beach : 90 221 19,856
Other 80 213 17,023
AREA V TOTAL 502 225 113,000

STATE TOTAL 5,144 222 1,144,000
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